MALE, aged 37 (at time of operation). There was a very large growth involving the whole upper portion of the rectum, and partly fixed posteriorly. On examination it was doubtful if the growth could be removed, and another surgeon who saw the patient expressed the opinion that "it was inoperable."
By P. LOCKHART MUMMERY, F.R.C.S. MALE, aged 37 (at time of operation). There was a very large growth involving the whole upper portion of the rectum, and partly fixed posteriorly. On examination it was doubtful if the growth could be removed, and another surgeon who saw the patient expressed the opinion that "it was inoperable."
Operation (May, 1905) : A preliminary laparotomy was performed to ascertain whether secondary deposits were present, and a temporary colotomy opening was made in the upper end of the signmoid. The abdominal wound was closed. The coccyx was then excised, and the whole rectum removed from below, the stump of the sigmoid being brought down and stitched to the skin at the anal margin. The patient made a good recovery, and was about in a month. A year later the colotomy spur was destroyed with an enterotome and the opening allowed to close. The new rectum acted well, and he now has excellent control in the normal manner, and is a very busy and active man.
Microscopically the growth was a rapidly growing adenocarcinoma.
Mr. LOCKHART MUMMERY added that the interest of the case was the age of the patient, 37 years only, and the fact that the growth was a very large one. It showed that a very good result could be obtained by the method of excision entirely from the perineum. Half the sigmoid was removed in this case, as well as the whole rectum.
A Case of Excision of the Rectum for Cancer Seven
Years after Operation.
By P. LOCKHART MUMMERY, F.R.C.S.
MALE, aged 71. The posterior wall of the rectum was excised after resection of the coccyx, seven years ago, for a large growth about the size of a two shilling piece on the posterior wall. The wound in the bowel was sewn up and healed per primam. On section the growth was an adenoma, malignant at the base. The patient has perfect control and has had no trouble with the bowel.
